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Message from Councilman Marks

Ensuring a Green and Productive
Baltimore County

On May 29, | joined the Maryland Secretary of Agriculture, county and
state officials at Prigel Family Creamery to help launch the state ice
cream tour. The Prigel Creamery is a landmark in northern Baltimore
County, famous for its thick, handcrafted ice cream made with milk
from the farm'’s grass-fed cows. It's one of nearly 800 farms in Baltimore
County that produce more than $90 million for our economy every year.

| want to ensure that rural Baltimore County remains green, beautiful,
healthy and productive. Here's what we are doing.

« Preserving our Land. I've voted to preserve more than 14,000 acres
of land, much of it in northern Baltimore County. The county’s goal is
to permanently protect at least 80,000 acres from development.

- Holding the Line on Energy Projects. There is currently a moratorium
as the Planning Board considers standards for data centers. Learn
more here. We have also worked with Kingsville residents to push back
against the Brandon Shores transmission line project.

« Strengthening the Urban Boundary. | sponsored a charter change,

Question A, that will appear on the November general election ballot.

Should the voters approve Question A, it will require a supermajority
of the Baltimore County Council to adjust the Urban-Rural
Demarcation Line that serves as a boundary between our developing
areas and rural communities.

« A Department of Agriculture. | also supported a charter change
to consolidate farm-related functions under a Baltimore County
Department of Agriculture. My hope is that we can improve the
permitting process and better respond to the needs of all farmers.

«  Promoting Local Products. We need to better market Baltimore
County products and use local produce in schools, community
colleges, senior centers.

- Diversifying our Economy. Baltimore County’s wineries and
breweries are popular, particularly in warmer weather. Many
longtime farmers are experimenting with pick-your-own activities
that draw visitors to our county.

| hope you will take the time to learn about farming in Baltimore County
and support initiatives that keep our rural areas green and productive.
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Council Approves
Legislation Requiring
Enhanced Design Standards
at Philadelphia/Ebenezer

At its meeting on May 21, the
Baltimore County Council

passed legislation sponsored by
Councilman Marks that requires

any new development at the
Ebenezer/Philadelphia Road area

to be evaluated by the Design
Review Panel. This panel includes
professional architects. Any future
development here will also need to
provide widening along Philadelphia
and Ebenezer Roads. Councilman
Marks is also aggressively pushing
to complete the long-delayed Mohrs
Lane Bridge connection to reduce
congestion in this area.

Upper Falls Odd Fellows
Lodge Nominated for
Landmark Status

Upper Falls Odd Fellows Lodge
175, located at the corner of
Chapman and Raphel Roads, has
been nominated for landmark
status by the members of the
organization. Should the Landmarks
Preservation Commission and the
Baltimore County Council support
the nomination, the structure will
be added to Baltimore County’s
inventory of protected places.

Originally constructed in the 1850s

as the primary schoolhouse for the
settlement of McCubbinsville, the
building has served as the continuous
headquarters for Lodge 175 since
about 1925.

Provide Comments on
Bush/Gunpowder River
Bridge Replacements

Amtrak is proposing to replace the
existing Amtrak Bush River Bridge
and Gunpowder River Bridge, so the
U.S. Coast Guard has published public
notices to solicit comments from
mariners and interested parties.

Comments are due to the U.S.

Coast Guard by June 25,2026. Learn
more here. If you have any specific
questions regarding Amtrak’s Bush/
Gunpowder Bridge projects, please
e-mail BGRBProject@Amtrak.com.

Councilman Marks has specifically
urged that the Gunpowder River
Bridge be increased in height to
accommodate higher vessels.

Baltimore County to
Hold Third Community
Meeting on Honeygo
Boulevard Safety

The Department of Public Works

and Transportation will hold a third
community meeting to solicit input
on options to improve safety along
the Honeygo Boulevard corridor. The
meeting is scheduled for Monday,
June 8 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Perry Hall
High School (4601 Ebenezer Road).

Since last summer, the county

has have held three community
meetings to describe different ways
to improve safety along this corridor.
Residents asked for traffic counts to
be updated. The most recent count
now shows that the intersection of
Honeygo Boulevard and Cross Road
now qualifies for a signal or a circle,
but the intersection of Gunpowder
Farm Road and Honeygo Boulevard
also qualifies for a light.

Councilman Marks encourages

all residents to attend. Earlier
presentations can be viewed at the
Baltimore County YouTube channel.

ﬁ @countycouncilmandavidmarks
X @david_s_marks

Stream Restoration Project
Advances in Perring Park

Baltimore County is moving forward
with a stream restoration project at
Covered Bridge Road in the Perring
Park commmunity. The three-year
project will stabilize and improve an
area of the Little Gunpowder River
impacted by erosion over many
decades. Residents should have
received information about field
visits that may occur by county staff
and contractors. Please contact
Megan Barger at (410) 887-2904 or
mbarger@baltimorecountymd.goy,
or educe@baltimorecountymd.goy,
with any questions.

Legal Settlement Reached in
Gunpowder Case

Maryland recently reached a $4.1
million settlement with developers

to resolve lawsuits regarding severe
sediment pollution in the Gunpowder
River. For more information, review
the legal timeline tracked by the
Gunpowder Riverkeeper.
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